2YNANTHZH TON NPOKAOHMENQN
TQON OPOOAOZQN EKKAHZIQN
M.ANATOAHZ ME TON MPOEAPO THZz
EYPONAIKHE EMITPOMHE

Tvvavtnon twv Xentyv Mpokadnpévwv twv 0p0060Ewv EKKANGLWY
™nc Méoncg AvatoAng pe tTov EEoyx.Mpdebpo Tng Evpwnaikng
EmitponAC K. ZoClE€ MavouvéA Mnapdlo mMpayuOTOTOlAONKE TO AMOYELUA

™™g 18" XemteuBpiov €.g€. otnv £€6pa tnG Evpwnaikng Emitpomnc,
0T1C BpuvEEAAEC.

01 Mokaplwtatol Matpidpxec AAe€avdpeiag kol mdong A@PlKAG
K. 0€6bwpoc B, IepocoAVpwv K. 0€dpilAo¢ kKol o ApylemiocKoTmog
KOmpov K. XpuvodGTOUOG, EKMPOOWNMOUVTEC Kol Tov Mak.Matpidpyn
Avtioxeiac¢ k. Iyvdtio kal ocvvodbevduevol amd tnv EvpwBovAevTA
Ka. P66n Kpdtoa, mnpwnv Avitimpdéedpo TOovL Evpwnaikov
KoltvoBovAiov, €6ecav T0o @AEyov CATNUO TNG TOoOpaXwdoug
KATAOTACEWG TOL emikpatel otnv Zupla Kal yevikdétepa otnv MEon
AvatoAn, Intwvtog amd T KpATn-pEAN TNG EvpwnaikAc Evioewg va
npoaonmicovy TA HIKALWUATA TWY XPlLOTLAVWY, KABWG KOl va
OUVMBAAAOLVY KaBOP1OTIKA oTnv €mikpdtnon TNG €1pAvNG KAl TNG
AOPAAELNC OAWY OVEEALPETWEC TWV TOALTIWY TNG €LPUTEPNG QUTAG
MEPLOXAG.

Katd tnv ovvdvtnon, ol zemtol lMpokaBAuevol vmERaAAV KO1VA
Avo@opd OYET1LKA PE TNV TmMpooTtacia Kal TNV mpodomion Twv
O LKATWUATWY TWY YXPlOTLAVWV.

0 EEox. Mpdedbpogc tnCg EvpwnaikAg EmitpomAg e€tdévice 6Tl n
Evpwnn mapakoAovbel pe mpoooxn TG €EeA{€elc KAl KOATABAAAEN
KABe mpoomdbela ylia TNV €1pAvevcon otnv M.AvatoAR, &v
EMECAMAVE OT1 €Xel emiokePBel MOAAEC apoBlkEC XWPEC KAl
a@oLyKpdletal T1¢ aywvieg Kal T TPOPRAAMATA TWV XP1OT1AVLKEV
KO1VOTATWY.
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Avagepduevoc 1d6raitepa oto MNatplapxyeio AAeEavdpeiag, o
E€ox. K. Mmapd6lo piAnoce pe emnmailvetikoUG Adyouvug yla TNV
adldkomnn 6i1ox1Alet) 1otopia TOL «apyaiotépov, &V evepyelia,
EKKANO1LOOT1KOU 0pYyav1iopoy TNG AQPlKAGC», OTMWG XAPUKTNP1OTlKA
geine, €vl TAXONKE OCOPWC VLTEP TWYV ONUOKPATIKWY PETOPPLOUTiCEWV
nov mpowbel o véog Mpdedpoc NG ApafikAg Anuokpatioag TG
Avlyontov EEoy.k.Moyxduevt Mépor.

Eniong, o Mak.Apyieniokomno¢ Kompouv K.Xpuvcdotouog TdV10E
TNV avdykn va BeopoBetnBei n ovvdvinon Twv MpoKABNUEVWY TWV
0p00d0&wv EKKANO1WvV TNG Méong AvaTtoANG ME TNV nyeoia NG
EvpwnaikAg EmitpomnAg.

nUewwveTal ot n AOGM o Namag katv Matprapxng AAeEavdpeiac

K.K.0e0bwpoc B’ apiyx®n oti¢ BpLEEAAEC TO peonuéplt Tng 18"
tenteuBpiov €.€., ovvobevouevog amd Tov MavooiloA. Apylu.
K.MNoavteAeAuova Apdbupo, Apxlypoauppatéa tng Ayiag kol Iepdc
uvodbov kol TOV XUPBouvAo TUmov, Anuocioypdeo K.Ni1kAOAaO
Katolka, kal 6a ovvexioetr pali pe touvg Mak. MMpoka®BnUEVOLG TWv
EKKANO1v I€po0coAVUWY Kol KOMPOU T1C EVNUEPWTLIKEC EMAPEC ME
Kopupaia OTEAEYN TWY E€LPWNMAIKOV 0pYAvVWY, METHED TWV OMO1WV Kal
ME Tov Mpoedpo tov Evpwrnaikoy XvuPouvAiov k. Herman Van Rompuy.

AKoAoUOBw¢ mapatifetatr to KEI{UEVO TNC KO1VAC Avagopd¢ Twv
006066&wv lMpokabnuévwv tn¢ M.AvatoAn¢ yia tnv npootacia Kat
TNV MPOACTIIoN TwWV O1KATWUATWY TWV XP10T1aVwv[]

INITIATIVE OF THE HEADS OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCHES OF THE MIDDLE
EAST CONCERNING THE SITUATION OF THE CHRISTIANS IN THE REGION
TO THE EUROPEAN UNION.

We Christians have been living in the region of the Middle
East since ancient times. Therefore, we consider that all
efforts aiming at ousting us are unreasonable and unjust. Even
when other religions conquered our land, we have always
managed to adjust ourselves and find ways of symbiosis and
peaceful coexistence with them.



However, the recent increasing influence of extreme
fundamentalist elements in the region, directly jeopardizes
the lives of Christians in their ancient cradles. We witness
daily aggressions against Christian places of worship,
killings of innocent people, violent acts and atrocities
against Christian properties, as well as violations of the
most elementary human rights of Christians. Christians are
thus forced towards expatriation. Thousands have already left
their ancient cradles and have become refugees in various
parts of the world, seeking more security.

We call upon the European Union and all those willing to
intervene, in order to put an end to this blatant injustice.
More specifically, we call upon them to exercise their
influence in order to protect all aspects of religious freedom
and worship in the region. Moreover, we would appeal to them
to preserve and save from desecration and pillage the places
of worship and the Christian cultural monuments in this
tumultuous land, e.g. in Syria and the occupied Cyprus.

These temples and monuments are part of the world cultural
heritage, therefore belonging to Humanity as a whole.

As Christian leaders, we call upon all the religious and
political leaders and every person of good will to contribute
to the peaceful coexistence of all the Communities in the
Middle East.

We reiterate the commitment of our Orthodox Churches to
the Middle East Council of Churches and pursue through it the
strengthening of relations among all Christians of the Middle
East and the development of friendly, harmonious and peaceful
relations among the believers of the Abrahamic religions.

As Heads of the Orthodox Churches we cannot remain
indifferent towards the challenges facing our region, in view
of the political and socio-economic changes taking place there
nowadays. We therefore underline the need for a peaceful
solution of all conflicts, through constructive dialogue.



Moreover, we stress that Syria is a country in which
churches have always co-existed side by side with mosques, in
a unique symbolism of symbiosis, fraternity and mutual
respect, bringing people closer together. As Heads of
Churches of the Middle East, Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusalem
and Cyprus, we reiterate our commitment to support all the
efforts and necessary initiatives, aiming at restoring peace
and tranquillity in that country.

Brussels, 18" September, 2012

tPope and Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa Theodoros II,
tPatriarch of Antioch Ignatius IV,
tPatriarch of Jerusalem Theophilos III,

tArchbishop of New Justiniana and All Cyprus Chrysostomos II



