Ap10u.Mpwt. 170/2024

OEOAOQOPOZX B’
EAEQ OEOY
NAMNAX KAI [NATPIAPXHX AAEZANAPEIAX & MNAZHX A¢PIKH:

NMANTI TQ NAHPQOMATI
TOY AMOZTOAIKOY KAI NATPIAPXIKOY OPONOY AAEZANAPEIAZ XAPIX
KAI EAEOX KAI EIPHNH NAPA TOY EN BHOAEEM TENNHOENTOZ
KYPIOY KAI OEOY KAI 2QTHPOX HMON IHZOY XPIZTOY

Na1d1d pov ayamntd Kat £vAoynpéva,

H maviepn kKatl evppdéovvn nuEpa NG MEVVACEWC TOL XWTIAPOG NUWV
Inoco0 XpliotoU, pdac¢ mAnuuupilel amd yoapd Kal @QEPVEL TO
AQVEKTIMNTO dyyeEApa TNG €1pAvng, tnv omoia vuvnoav ot AyyeAot
otn 06€o0déypova @datvn TNG BnOAcéu: «Adéa ev vyiotoic¢ Oew Kat
eni yn¢ €i1pnvn €v avBpwrnoi¢ evbokia» (Aovk. 2:14). H nuépa
avth, Katd tnv omoila o Y16¢ kot Adyoc tou Ogo0 evdvetal TNV
avOpwmivn odpKa Kol €10€EPYXETAL O0TOV KOOUO Kol otnv totopia wg
OedvOpwnog, €ivatl nuépa aylag Aaumpdtntag kKot ocwtnpiag. Elvat
nUEpa TOL dlax€El TO QWG TNG AANO1VAC €1pAVNG OT1C KOPOH1ECQ
uac. AvtA n €ipAvn dev €ivatl amAWG pla €EwTteplkh Katdotoon A
L1 TPOoowPlvh avakwyxh, oAAd n Pabdtepn amokAAvyn TNG
owtnplwdovg mapovoiac tov 0oV otOov KOGHO. «Kal 0 Adyoc¢ ocapé
EYEVETO Kal €0Knvwoev év Nuiv, kal éBeacdusba tnv 66&av avtoD,
66&av w¢ povoyevolc¢ mapd nmatpdc, mMAAPNG xApito¢ Kal aAnBeiac»
(Kata Twavvnv 1, 1-18). Al1d TnC €VO0APKWOEWG, O BO&gdC dev
PUVEPWVETOT MOVO WG Anulovpydc Kal ZWTAPOC, OAAA HaC KaAel o€
uia Babvtepn oxéon kolvwviag kot petoxAc otnv 16ta Tov tn CwA.
0 avepwnog, kKaBapllOUEVOC KOl OVAYEVVWUEVOC MEOW TNG
owtnplwdovg ydpitog, yilvetar pE€toxoc tng Belac @UOEWC KOl
OUVUMOPEVETAL TPOC TNV alwvia BaociAeia Touv. Etol, n Mévvnon tovu
Xpliotov bev eivalr poévo yeyovdg 10TOPlLKO QaAAG Kol aévan
nMPOKANon yla Tov dvepwrno va CAcEl TNV MANPOTNTA TNG O0XE0NG TOUL
uE Tov 0gd Matépa, TOov Y16 Kot to Ayilo Mveldpa.

H €i1pAvn, katd Ttov ayevdl Ad6yo Tov EvayyeAiov uac,



ovurnopeveTal HME TN Oikatoovvn Kal amoteAel 1o OguéAlo TNG
Kolvwviag tov avOpwmov pE Tov Oed Kol TOV OLVAVOPWNO TOL. «H
vap BacitAseia toD OgoD o0oUK €01l BpWwoi¢ Kal méoig, dAAa
61katoovvn kal €ipnvn kKal yapa €v [Mvevuatt Ayiw» (Pwuaiovg
14:17). Eival dwpo tng Oeiag XdpiTtog, TOUL TMPOCPEPETAL OTOV
KO6opo O1d TnC¢ ZapkKwoewC TOoL Y100 Kol Adyouv Tov Oe€oV. O
AnéotoAog Twv EBVEV MavAog dnAwvetlr: «ADTOC ydp €otiv N €ipnvn
nuwv» (Epeoc. 2,14), vnoypoapupilovtag 6t1 n €1pfAvn dev €ivat
KATL aenpnuévo, oAAd o 1d610¢ o Xprotdg poac. H €ipivn movu
MpoopeEpel 0 Xplotog elval kapmdg aydmng Kol KATAAAAYAG, N
onmola €vevel Ta dHleotwta Kal Oepamevel T1G TMANYECG TNG
avbpwndtntog. «AUTOC ydp €otiv N €ipnAvn Nuwv, 6 moinoa¢ T
aupdétepa Ev, Kal Katapynoag TOV UECOTOlYOV TOD @payuoD»
(Epeoiovg 2:14).

Opwg, n e1pvn 6ev eivar dedopévn! Eival pra d1apkAG amooToAR
Kl €va Katépbwua, mov amaltel KaBnueEpivd aywva, TPOCWTLKA
fvola kal mvevpatikh €ypnyopon. H €i1prijvn touv Oeov, wotdoO,
TIPOCPEPETAL OE KOBEVAVY ambd e€udc. Mmopolue va TNV amoAaufavouvue
OLVEXWC Kol adroaAeintwg: «&pyov kal 16e», Aéelr o Xplotdg,
«yevoaobe kKal (bete Ot1 xpnotoc o Koproc» (YaAu. 33:9). H
aAnd1v €1pAvn dev meplopiletat oTnNV AMOPULYA TWV OLYKPOVOEWV N
otnv vrnoypaern €EWTEPLKWY ovuewvinv. Eilvar, mputa amn’ 6Aa, n
QMOKATACTAON TNG OYXEONG MoC ME TOov 0ed. Otav BAEMOUPE TOULC
AAAOUC WG €1KOVEC TOL OgoV, TOTE PYOVO UMOPOVHUE VA GLVULTIAPXOUUE
apuovViKA. 1’ oavtd kat o {d6to¢ o Incovg evioyvel TNV £€vvola
™NG €1pAvNG, Ox1 HOvo WG AQeon AUAPTIWY N €EWTEPLKA OVOKWXHA,
QAAd WG MVEVMATIKA €1pAVN MOV MPOEPYXETAL amd TNV mapovoia Tov
Kat t™n owtnpia Tov. 0 Xpiotdég, e tn H1daokaAia Touv Katl TO
nopddeiyud Tov, Hag KaAel va KAAALEPYAOOULUE TNV aydmnn, TN
ovyxwpeon Kol Tto Oi1dAoyo. Mag mpookKaAe{ va EMIAEYOLPE TNV
aviiotaon xwpic PBla w¢ otdon CWAC Kal va E€MLAVOLHPE T1¢
dlo@opéC MOGC ME TPOTMO MOV va olkodopel evoTnTA KA
ovuelAiwon. H EkkAnoia, w¢ T0 ZWua TOL Xplotov, €XxEl tn Oela
QMOGCTOAR VO UETAPEPEL TO MAVLPA TNG €1pfvng o€ KABE ywvld TOUL
Koopov. E1d1kd oAuUEPA, TOL Ol OVLYKPOUOGELC KOl Ol OV160TNTEC
nAnBaivovv, n EkkAnoia pac¢ kaAsitatl va amnoteAel ¢@dpo eAnidac,



aydmngc Kal KATHAAQYNG.
MoAvayomnnTd POV TEKVA,

ZoOUE o0& MPla €moXn YeEMATn €vtdoeilg, O6mov o1 mOAEuol, Ol
dlaudyec kat n adragopia TéOO ylia TNV OavOpwTivn aflompémnera,
6060 kKol yia tnv 16ta tnv avlpwmivn Cwh, Kuplapyovv eviote. O
oUyxpovo¢ Kéopo¢ ovyxvd moapavoei tnv €1pAvn, TN Oewpel WG pla
eEwtep1KA ovppwvia f €vav evoePrp mé6o. EmimAéov, tnv gugavilet
ouxvad w¢ epyaAetio emiBoAng, Hla €EovolaocTikf dVvaun ota yépra
TWY 10XVPWV avToD TOL KOOMOL, TOU EMIXELPOVUV va eM1BAAOUY TN
61k Toug B€Anon, vmotdooovtag¢ TOuG adlvauouvg. AuTtA n oTpPePAA
avtiAnyn vrmovouegvel tnv ovcia TNG €1pnvng, TNV QAMOYVLUVWVEL amd
TO MVEVMAT1IKO TNG PBABGOC Kol TNV KaB1otd péoo Kvploapyxioag avti
HECO evOTNTOC.

Ouwg, n €1pAvn tov Xplotov €ivatl kATl BaBvTEPO: €ivatr n €1pivn
nov avaBAvlelr amd tnv £vwon tov avOpwmov pe Tov 0gd. Aev eivat
AnMANG Mla amnovoia ovykpovLoewv H €vac CoLUB1IBaocuOC, aAAd n
EOWTEPLKA oLUQLA{won TOL avBpPWMOV ME TOV Anuiovpyd TOU, TOUL ME
™ og1pd tng odbnyel otn ovpeiAiwon WE TOLG GAAOLG KAl PE OAn
tnv ktion. AvtA n €i1pivn €ivatr BeguéAro dikaitoolvnNg Kat
aAn@1vAg eAegvBepiag, Hla €1pAvn mov dev €€ovoldlel aAAd
avuypvel, mov dev dHraipel aAAd €vwvel, TPOCEEPOVTAC TN
duvatdétnTa ylo pla Kolvwvia aydmng kol aAfBeroC.

YAuEPQA, O KOopOC po¢ TaAaviletal amd QPLKTEC KOl QAUOATNPEC
ovykpovoelg. EkTOg amd tov méAegpo otn MEon AvatoAfl Kol TNV
Ouvkpavia, ot @AOYeC TOLU MOAEMOUL Kalve Kol otnv Agepilkh. To
Yovbdv vmogépel amd aduvownnteg e€xOpompagiec, evd n Kevtpiki
Appikf, TOo KOVvykKd, TO MAAl, KOBWG KAl GAAEC XWPEGC TOL ZAXEA
aAAd kot n ZopoAtia ocuvvexiCouvv va dokipdlovtatl amd €UQPUALEC
dlaudyec, mov €ep1lWVOUV EKATOPUDPLA AVOPWTIOUC, KOATOOTPEQPOLV
KOlvwviec Kal oTepolV TO MEAAOV amd YeEVIEC maldiwv. 01
OUYKPOUGE1LG QUTEC €vioYVouv TNV Tpouokpatia, TNV TPOMOAayvela,
TO OPNOKEVTIKO QOVTAUEVTOALONO, piYvovTag TOUG AVOPWTOLG GTOV
opuvuayd0 TNG ePiKNG KOl TMPOKOAWVTAC aKOpa HEYaALTEpPn atlcOnon
ane1lAf¢ otov TMaykéoulo mANOvopd. Tnv {61a otiyun mov TepdoTiA



XPNUAT1IKA mood OHamavwvtal yla TOAEUIKOUG €&omMAilouovg,
OTPATIWTIKEC EMIYELPACELC KAl TIPOOVHPWVNUEVEGC O1KODOMUIKEG
AVOKATAOKEVEC OAOKANPWY TOAEwWv, 0 A@plkavdeg adeApdc mebaivet
KOONUEP1IVA yla €va MIATO Qaynto Kol €va TOoTApl KaBapd vepd A
yla éva xdnt kKivivov kKatd tng Bavatngdpov €Aovooiag, undapivAg
yla tov moAitn TOovL QVEMTLYMEVOL KOOHOU aflag, amodeilkviovtag
TNV TPAY KN

avtigpaon Ttouv KOGUOUL MOC. Touvu oUVYyYXPoOvovL KOOMOL HAG, TOV
KATOPOWOE ONUEPA VO MEAETA EMIOTNUOVIKA TA atépuova PBaby TOvL
ovpoviov OTEPEWUATOG, QAAA ToL bev KatdpOwoe va cvvtoviotel pe
T1¢ Aemnmtég Yopd€cC TNG YuYNng TOL OULVAVOPWMOLU TOUL, TOV
olovdbAmnote «mAnciov» ToOvu, MOV OBAVEL €vTEANG afondntog €v €TE
2024...

01 ouvykpovUoelg QUTEC OeEv agopolV POVO TOULC EMUMAEKOUEVOULC
AaoUC, OAAAd KAl €MAC, KAOWGC QAMOKAAUNMTOUV T1C TMAYKOOULEG
av1o0TNTEG Kat TV adbragopia pag yra tn Oeia €vioAf TNG aydmng
Kat tnG dikairoovvng. 0 ev omnAaiw yevvnbeig ka1 €v @datvn
avakAn®eic d61a tnv nuwv owtnpia, Incovc¢ Xpiotdg, o Apyxwv TNC
EtpAvnc (Hoaiac 9:6), poac KaAe{ va KAvouuE TNV E€1pAvN
MPoowmn ikl upac vnébeon. Otav Birwvouvue tnv €1pfjvn €vtdc pacg,
avth dlaxEetal 0TOUC YUPW MAC, METOUUOPPWVEL T1C KO1vWwvieg Katl
HETOAaumabeveTal and kapdid oe kKapdid, OHnuiovpywvTog Ml
aAvoida aydnng kot ovpelAiwong. H €i1pAvn avt dev eival anAwg
Mla aTtoplkh eumelpla, oAAd pgio ocvAAoylkh dladikacia mov evivet
TOUG QaVOPWMOLE O€ €vav KOolvé oToYo: TNV 01kKoddunon €voc kKOouov
d1katoovvng, €1pAvnc Katl aAndivAc adeAgoovvng. Otav ol kKapdlég
MO G TANMuLpilovv amd TNV €1pAvn TOL Xplotov, n Kolvwvia
oAGkANpn avalwoyovelTtal KAl avayevvdTtal. AmMOpoKkpOvVETHl amd TG
OKOTE1VEC duvduerc touv ploovg kat tn¢ Blag, €vw avolyetal o
6péuoc yia tnv aAndivh sipnvikf ovvomopén. H €ipAavn apyxiletr
and tnv kKapdira pacg! Xwpic esowtepikhi €1pAvn, dev umopei va
vndpEel €Ewtepikn €1pAvn. Ag¢ avaAoyiotovue, Aoimnmdév, mnbdoo
ELALKP1IVA PBlWVOVLPE TNV €1pAvn TOL XPloToU MOC Kol TOGO TNV
EKTIEUTOVPE O©TOV KOOoUO YUpw Mpog. O AmdotoAog MavAog, MOG
MPoTpénel: «EipAvny H1WKETE UETA MAVTWY Kal TOV Qylaoudv, ov



Ywplc ovbeic Owetat TOV KUptov» (EBp. 12:14).
NoAvtiuntol adbeAgol pov,

H €1pAvn Ttov Xpliotol b6ev meplopiletal OE €0PTACTIKECG
MEPLOTACELC ] OE OT1YUEC TMVEVLPATIKAG avdtoong, oAAd KaAel KaABe
Xplotiavé va tnv Kavel drapkn tpomo Cwng. Eivalr €va dlapkég
KadAeopa va Jovpe pe mniotn, ayamn Kol Tamelvo@poovvn,
KaB10TWVTHG TNV KABE pog nuépa pla Cwvtavi poaptvpia tov Oeiov
Kal Aveomnepov dwtdg. Me avtdv tov Tpdmo, n €i1pfvn TOL XPloTov
yilvetal éva ovvexég pevpa CwWAC, TOL OVOVEWVEL TOV KOOUO MAG
KOl METOUMOPPWVEL T1C OQVOPWTIVEC OXECELG, @épvovtac eAnida kat
evAoyla oe kdBe emoxn Kal kKabe mepiotaon. TovTN TNV WPA O
KOOMOGC OAOC, 0 mAavATNG Mag, xpetraletatr €i1pAvn! MpwtioTwg
g1pAvn, yla va ovvexioelr va dratnpel tnv 1dra t™n Cwnh!

«uKal eni ync €1pivn ev avlpwnoic svbokia! »

E{6e o Eipnvapyxoc Kopidg pag, va gvAoyn 6Aovug!
KaAd kol gvAoynuéva Xpiotovyevva!

t0OEOAQPOX B’
Nanac kav Matprdpyxnc AAeEavdpeiac, maonc yng Aryovmrtov & maong

Agp1kng

Ev tn MeydAn NoAstr tng AAeEavbdpeiag,
Ayia Xpiotovyevva 2024
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THEODOROS II
BY THE GRACE OF GOD
POPE AND PATRIARCH OF ALEXANDRIA AND ALL AFRICA

TO THE ENTIRE FLOCK
OF THE APOSTOLIC AND PATRIARCHAL THRONE OF ALEXANDRIA



GRACE AND MERCY AND PEACE FROM OUR LORD AND GOD
AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST BORN IN BETHLEHEM

My dear and blessed children,

The all-holy and joyful day of the Nativity of our Savior
Jesus Christ fills us with joy and brings the priceless
message of peace, which the Angels sang in the God-bearing
manger of Bethlehem: “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men” (Luke 2:14). This day, on
which the Son and Word of God takes on human flesh and enters
the world and history as the God-man, is a day of holy
splendor and salvation. It is a day that spreads the light of
true peace in our hearts. This peace is not simply an external
state or a temporary truce, but the deepest revelation of
God's saving presence in the world. “And the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, glory as of the
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (John
1:1-18). Through the incarnation, God not only reveals Himself
as Creator and Savior, but He calls us into a deeper
relationship of communion and participation in His own life.
Man, purified and regenerated through saving grace, becomes a
partaker of the divine nature and journeys with Him towards
His eternal Kingdom. Thus, the Birth of Christ is not only an
historical event but also a perpetual challenge for man to
live the fullness of his relationship with God the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit.

Peace, according to the true word of our Gospel, goes hand in
hand with justice and constitutes the foundation of man’s
communion with God and his fellow man. “For the kingdom of God
i1s not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and
joy in the Holy Spirit” (Romans 14:17). It is a gift of divine
Grace, offered to the world through the Incarnation of the Son
and Word of God. The Apostle to the Gentiles Paul declares:
“For this is our peace” (Eph. 2:14), emphasizing that peace is
not something abstract, but our Christ Himself. The peace that



Christ offers is the fruit of love and reconciliation, which
unites the divided and heals the wounds of humanity. “For he
himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility between
us” (Ephesians 2:14).

But, peace is not a given. It is an ongoing mission and an
achievement, requiring daily struggle, personal sacrifice and
spiritual alertness. God’s peace, however, is offered to each
of us. We can enjoy it continuously and uninterruptedly: “come
and see”, says Christ, “taste and see that the Lord is good”
(Psalm 33:9). True peace is not limited to avoiding conflicts
or signing external agreements. It is, first and foremost, the
restoration of our relationship with God. When we see others
as images of God, only then can we coexist harmoniously. That
is why Jesus himself reinforces the concept of peace, not only
as the forgiveness of sins or an external truce, but as a
spiritual peace that comes from His presence and His
salvation. Christ, by His teaching and His example, calls us
to cultivate love, forgiveness and dialogue. It invites us to
choose nonviolent resistance as a way of life and to resolve
our differences in a way that builds unity and reconciliation.
The Church, as the Body of Christ, has the divine mission to
carry the message of peace to every corner of the world.
Especially today, when conflicts and inequalities are
increasing, our Church is called to be a beacon of hope, love
and reconciliation.

My beloved children,

We live in an era full of tensions, where wars, conflicts and
indifference to both human dignity and human life itself
occasionally dominate. The modern world often misunderstands
peace, considering it as an external agreement or a wishful



thinking. Moreover, it often presents it as a tool of
coercion, an authoritarian force in the hands of the powerful
of this world, who attempt to impose their will by subjugating
the weak. This distorted perception undermines the essence of
peace, strips it of its spiritual depth and makes it a means
of domination instead of a means of unity.

But the peace of Christ is something deeper: it is the peace
that springs from the union of man with God. It is not simply
an absence of conflict or a compromise, but the inner
reconciliation of man with his Creator, which in turn leads to
reconciliation with others and with all creation. This peace
is the foundation of justice and true freedom, a peace that
does not dominate but elevates, that does not divide but
unites, offering the possibility of a society of love and
truth.

Today, our world is torn by horrific and bloody conflicts. In
addition to the war in the Middle East and Ukraine, the flames
of war are also burning in Africa. Sudan suffers from
relentless hostilities, while Central Africa, Congo, Mali, as
well as other countries in the Sahel and Somalia continue to
be plagued by civil strife, uprooting millions of people,
destroying societies and depriving generations of children of
a future. These conflicts reinforce terrorism, terror, and
religious fundamentalism, throwing people into a vortex of
horror and causing an even greater sense of threat among the
global population. At the same time that huge sums of money
are spent on military equipment, military operations and pre-
agreed building reconstructions of entire cities, our African
brother dies every day for want of a plate of food and a glass
of clean water or for a quinine pill against deadly malaria,
of zero value to the citizen of the developed world,
demonstrating the tragic contradiction of our world. Of our
modern world, which has managed today to scientifically study
the endless depths of the celestial body, but which has not
managed to tune in to the delicate strings of the soul of its



fellow man, of any of its “neighbors”, who fade away
completely helplessly in the year 2024..

These conflicts concern not only the peoples involved, but
also us, as they reveal global inequalities and our
indifference to the divine commandment of love and justice.
Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6), who was born
in a stable and cradled in a manger for our salvation, calls
us to make peace our personal concern.

When we experience peace within ourselves, it spreads to those
around us, transforms societies and is transmitted from heart
to heart, creating a chain of love and reconciliation. This
peace is not just an individual experience, but a collective
process that unites people in a common goal: building a world
of justice, peace and true brotherhood. When our hearts are
filled with the peace of Christ, the entire society is
revitalized and reborn. It is moved away from the dark forces
of hatred and violence, while the path is opened for true
peaceful coexistence. Peace begins in our hearts. Without
inner peace, there can be no outer peace. Let us reflect,
then, on how sincerely we experience the peace of our Christ
and how much we radiate it to the world around us. The Apostle
Paul exhorts us: “Pursue peace with all things, and holiness,
without which no one will see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14).

My esteemed brothers and sisters,

The peace of Christ is not limited to festive occasions or
moments of spiritual upliftment, but calls every Christian to
make it a permanent way of life. It is a constant call to live
with faith, love and humility, making each of our days a
living testimony of rhe divine light. In this way, the peace
of Christ becomes a continuous stream of life, renewing our
world and transforming human relationships, bringing hope and



blessing to every age and every circumstance. At this time,
the whole world, our planet, needs peace! Above all, peace, to
continue to sustain life itself!

“ . and on earth peace, good will toward men ! "
May our Lord, the Lord of Peace, bless everyone.

Merry and blessed Feast of the Nativity!

T THEODOROS II

Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa

In the Great City
of Alexandria
he Feast of the Nativity 2024



